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‘Redfield further introduced Milton Singer’s concept of ‘cultural media’, such as song,
dance, recitation ete, through which cultural specialists communicate to the masses
and thus establish continuity between the two traditions.”"
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E.A.Gait &< @,
The religious beliefs of the hill tribes of this frontier is the extraordinary uniformity
of principle which underlies them all, and which they share in common not
only each other and with the north Turanian tribes, but also with the Dravidians
of Southern India. There can be greater mistake than to assume that each
tribe has its own individual beliefs, differing widely from those of others and
circumscribed by the narrow tribal limits. The facts are quite the reverse, and
the religion of these tribes-- Shamanism, Animism, Nat worship, or whatever
name may be applied to it --is everywhere practically the same. There are
differences, it is true, but they are differences of practice or detail rather than
of fundamental principles, and are far less important than those which divide
the Saktas from the Vaishnavas, or Unitarians from the members of the
Salvation Army.
The Animist population of Assam is 969,765, orl7.70 percent of the
total number of inhabitants... The largest portion of NAT worshippers is in
North Lushai and the Naga Hills, where it amounts to over 95 percent. of the
total population. The Khasi Jaintia Hills (present Meghalaya) follow closely
with with 93 percent. Next come North Cachar, where the conversion of
Kacharies to Hinduism has brought the number of Animistics down to 56
percent. In the plains districts, the proportion is highest in Nowgong, also
considerable in Darrang, Goalpara, and Kamrup. In the other districts the
numbers are very small... the spread of education and the influence of Hinduism
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is yearly reducing the number of persons who still cling to the superstitions of
their forefathers, and it seems prabable that in time demon worship as a form of
religion will disappear from the province.
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Rore AL FSHEE FoP™ s I O (2 o il ene Jradfen @eeTe
PR AEF, I7 ¢ JA Ao FAEE 16 $fge 2 o[t 37, F, Fieg, =g, @94 (1) 2ol
e eidim e~ 63 GEIReEE | SR feem Sie’ ¢ FRRmE [ | oRiel SEe TR
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QG e SeiegR Nfea (@), Fr=fS, @, e aefs @ @ fFare smerda
EIFPAR BT I GeIeTd SICEADAR iRsdsjfed I8 4 1ed9,— ‘There are
some motifs which we find in common with Aryan folk-lore, and Austric folk-lore
also’ @2 SEEABAE foff T @Twe TTe-Fas, IRfT <fiF e, swat FfRfT wdF o
Qe @bE M o $@ 2 I @ @« @, — ‘The study of Kirata myth and legend
and folk-lore and folk-tales as well as poetry on the lines of Verrier Elwin’s study of
Central Indian (Dravidian and Kol) myth and legend, cults and tales should be continued,
for the Indo-Mongoloid speaches and peoples, to find their proper place in the evolutions
of Hindu myth, legend and cults.”®
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bear the Chinese character for king in the tripes on their brow. This look like an “H”
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all sorts of fantastical magical powers, particularly in the realm of Traditional Chinese
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Therd SR [bad Fea Sifbama ey ebfeTe eldf 26— “.. ways of forecasting the
future are known by the greater number of Kachins and are used by them; some
have recource sometimes to Shan or Chinese sorcereres or to some rare Kachins
instructed by the former, who seperate days of the tiger, the leopard, the elephant, the
horse, etc.

Then the new-born shall be powerful, if he is born on the day of the tiger or the
leopard; great, on the day of the elephant; fat, on the day of the buffalo; shall always
to eat without working on the days of the dog, the cat, the rat, the hare; shall never
have his fill, on the days of the horse, the fowl, the pig, etc. ; shall have a numerous
posterity, on the day of the goat, etc.”
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“Of these, two of the most curious are (1) the belief in the existence of ‘Tiger-Men’,
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i.e, men with power of turning themselves into tigers; and (2) the belief in the existence
of a village inhabited only by women. Tiger-men are well known, and I have the
pleasure of the acquaintance of one. This gentleman is a Sema chief of a small village
in the Tizu valley. He himself disclaims the power, but that he has it is implicitely
believed by the whole of the Sema and Angami tribes. A whole village of tiger-men is
said to exist in the far north-east. It is in this direction, too, that there lies the happy
village peopled entirely by women. The population of this village is kept up by its
Inhabitants being visited by traders from the surrounding tribes.’”>®
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A close study of the Syncretic-cult in Sylhet and in Barak Valley (especially in
Karimganj district) would reveal that Muslim pirs, earned a niche in the folk-
pantheon, venerated by Hindus and Muslims alike, have revolutionised the agro-
economy of the time (14th-16th century AD). Badsa, Baghai, Manik pir, Sona
Gazi and such others who have proved to be a cementing factor for the diverse
society, have provided necessary spiritual force to the people to encounter the
onslaughts of nature. Sujit Choudhury in his work on the subject has left a
meaningful suggestion in this regard. It is, however, his conjecture that the folk
godlings in Bengal (Badsa in Barak Valley) have brought the vast track of land
under cultivation in between 14th to the 16th century in this part of N. E. Region.
[A foot note (No. 5) in the present author’s article, ‘From Subanga to Bikrampur
: A study of Social Formation and Political Transition in North-Eastern part of
Cachar plains in South Assam — 661 - 1736°, NEIHA Proceedings, 17th Session,
1997, Shillong]
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Sujit Choudhury traversed from folklore to literature, social-science to prose
narratives...the notable feature of his writings is that in most of them his historian-
entity is prominently manifested. If we start with folklore study, it is indeed the making
of the historian.

(Historians and Historiography of Northeast India, Ed. B. Bhattacharjee, Institute
of Northeast India Studies, Kolkata 2012).
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With a view to developing a ‘better understanding of the people and society’
Choudhury travelled extensively in the rural Barak and collected data on folk
religious rites and rituals, along with different lore or tell-tale connected with such
rituals and with the help of these he undertook a serious project to have a glimpse of
the early historical social structure eccompassing a geographical area covering the
entire Surma-Barak or Sylhet-Cachar region. This is the first time that the folklore of
Sylhet-Cachar have been studied in the same line that the western social anthropologist
James Frazer had followed. Choudhury combined with Frazers’ method the perceptions
of D.D Kosambi. (p. 262)

G WA @ T SAAA 0 S FA 1 STAE | @ AW FEA I SAGI IF
ETREF -, G R-PAfeT T8 TRMIRL. ST | ©fF i TRIF QTR Il AR
AR | @ TALTIG @ FCE ZY-PifeT™ @RS AAE AT IRE G361 +Afffs e @
R, (N BIF-AD ¢ T2 2t Reworger @ wmergfice Fleiegle srepimes Ferem @
fRFe 8T 1 W1, AT @iy (A1 1968 T A HCAT GFO! Qe N0e fres

e TAGR TR 6 AHS v 11 388



2T Szl

CTPepe @ T @ [eead fof Frate ©f g @=ere Fegor i ¥ THeE Toi]
el | O ANGR @A freE (Tl WU @ WeRA fof @i, b Fepg
3o TWife G AWezd IKFH 0 (TR | IR @ fasreag it [oitg eres o <ive
(B *er), e efeRife o «fiviea wrorg e siftag-afee @ @dw wsiey, wewg,
Tl *fe AIBFR2 MY *Sdfogy TPl | 9T ENES @ TAMA ALANEr 2R ©f (FIea
AFS AR FINSr FHAGH W@ 1 G5 TSR FAW AR 4O |

q TR EFTA TR f[wefF, o gk 9T rEfreey e e Giyde Ko
W Tz @Nfes | fqee$@ Eunuch Priesthood and Deity Darai 99 ‘e’ FAMCH
e =g TRoel dfetzR aFerREe e 5y e S « SiweeER abie e
T ALOFOR AMEGTE ARG T9F ARS8 ™18 FA |

BI<.

e @GR 7 NP FHE AN EFF OO @F Afeaa 2@qT | 92T fof o4,
fome-aT, G- @2 el TP Wy 2vfere e Animal motif @@ SoF
SPTE FCE | R AW SR AP (AR0ed OIS Sedtdd @ elfe e
G2 T GRSt AR TS GIR SHIN-SAGE 2Tl 8 ARAGR I AFE ATACSAS
vE 271 98 4F8 Al I 1 AR 2T I (UCF AIH-GF TGF | TGP B orer -
RE (IR FARER [ A e oo SANRItTed SeR7diwete Sofarer SeeiidR
A TGS AL 9IRGB AFAR @2 Somes o 77 wfFwd-fow @A sieglon
A IR TSR B ST @2 qbIEs e @ AR @b ik @ 791
able eI GTevicEfe s ey woepfe | fafiive Tgfe MaiR @ e enar
e Bree—

Choudhury found a common pattern in all these legends i.e., the transformation
of animal figures into deities, which, according to him, suggest the migration,
acculturation and admixture of different ethnic groups prior to the era of documentary
history. (Historians and Historiography of Northeast India, p. 267)
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